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BACKGROUND  
On June 18th, the Commission considered whether to approve the nomination of a Norfolk Island Pine 
tree located in the rear yard of a private property (46 Cook Street) for landmark status. The Commission 
decided to continue the item until the July 2nd hearing. A neighboring resident has completed a landmark 
tree nomination application and requested the Commission to consider initiating the nomination and the 
landmark tree nomination process. On June 10th, the Director of Public Works issued an Emergency 
Protection Order (EPO) temporarily protecting the tree and requiring a permit and review by Public 
Works staff of any proposed removal of the tree. The EPO (attached) is currently protecting the tree 
during consideration by the Commission on whether to pursue the landmark nomination.  
 
Commission approval of the landmark nomination will NOT grant landmark status to the tree. It will 
start the landmark tree nomination and evaluation process (described below). The action before the 
Commission is to consider approval of a resolution to nominate the tree on the subject property; thereby 
enabling further consideration of landmarking by the Urban Forestry Council (hereinafter “UFC”) and, 
upon advice of the UFC, final landmark consideration by the Board of Supervisors.  
 

LANDMARK TREE NOMINATION PROCESS 
• Per the Public Works Code (Article 16, Sec 810), trees are capable of being nominated for 

landmark designation by the Board of Supervisors, Planning Commission, Historic Preservation 
Commission, city department heads or by property owners with a tree of exceptional quality or 
significance on their property. Additionally, members of the public may request one of the 
authorized nominators above to nominate a tree.  

• Once nominated, a tree receives protected status throughout the landmark tree evaluation 
process. It should be noted that this particular tree has already received protection through an 
Emergency Protection Order issued by the Director of Public Works. 

mailto:anmarie.rodgers@sfgov.org
http://www.amlegal.com/nxt/gateway.dll/California/publicworks/publicworkscode?f=templates$fn=default.htm$3.0$vid=amlegal:sanfrancisco_ca$sync=1
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• Once a nomination is received, the UFC will conduct a formal evaluation of the tree for landmark 
status and make a recommendation to the Board of Supervisors. This process involves the 
following: 

1. A hearing at the Urban Forest Council’s Landmark Tree Committee where both the 
property owner and nominating party will have the opportunity to testify and provide 
evidence about the characteristics of the tree that pertain to landmark decisions. The 
Landmark Tree Committee will vote on whether to forward the nomination to the full 
Urban Forestry Council with either a recommendation to landmark the tree, a 
recommendation NOT to landmark the tree, or with no recommendation. 

2. A hearing at the full Urban Forestry Council, where the UFC will vote on whether to 
forward the nomination to the Board of Supervisors with either a recommendation to 
landmark the tree, a recommendation NOT to landmark the tree, or with no 
recommendation. 

3. Three hearings at the Board of Supervisors including a Committee hearing and two 
hearings at the Full Board. The Full Board will vote to make the final decision on whether 
to grant landmark status to a tree or not. 

 
TREE & PROPERTY INFORMATION 
As of the writing of this case report, City staff have limited information on the tree proposed for 
nomination. The nomination application (attached) submitted by the neighboring property owner 
includes photos of a Norfolk Island Pine tree of large stature located in a rear yard with a stated 
estimated age of 100+ years.  
 
The Planning Department’s Property Information Map indicates that the building (built date of “19001”) 
located on the parcel is a Type A - Historic Resource. Featured in the book, Here Today: San Francisco’s 
Architectural Heritage, the text related to the subject property reads, “46 Cook Street (c. 1870) George J. Smith, 
a director of the Odd Fellows, planted his estate with many trees which he obtained from the cemetery. Today all that 
remains on his property is a one-story Italianate home and carriage house.”2 San Francisco’s practice of historic 
preservation would traditionally protect landscaping on properties identified as known historic resources 
where the landscaping is determined to be a significant feature of the property or significant to the setting 
of the property.  In this case, the property’s designation of “Type A” indicates that property is a known 
historic resource but the reference to the significance of the “many trees obtained from the cemetery” in 
relationship to the tree proposed for nomination would need further research. Planning Department staff 
has determined that no current or proposed projects under the dripline of the tree would be affected by 
the nomination. The nomination would not result in any delay or interference with a pipeline 
development project.  
 
If the nomination is approved by the Commission, Urban Forestry Council members and Department of 
the Environment staff will conduct a site visit to evaluate the tree and conduct a formal evaluation 

                                                           
1 Properties recorded with a built date of 1900 may indicate the actual built date but more likely indicate an 
unknown, but early, date of construction. 
2 Roger Olmsted & T.H. Watkins, Here Today: San Francisco’s Architectural Heritage (San Francisco: Chronicle Books, 1978).  
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including assessments of rarity, physical attributes, historical significance, environment and cultural 
relevance.   
 

PLANNING DEPARTMENT RECOMMENDATION  
Given the property’s historic significance and the images provided in the nomination application, staff 
feels the tree is worthy for further evaluation for landmarking by the City’s designated urban forestry 
advisory body, the Urban Forestry Council. The Department recommends the Commission initiate the 
nomination process for the tree located at 46 Cook Street by approving a resolution stating this.  

ATTACHMENTS 
A. Landmark Tree Nomination Form (46 Cook Street) 
B. Public Works Tree Protection Order (46 Cook Street) 



Dear San Francisco Planning Commission Member, 
 
 
Thank you for taking the time to give this Landmark Tree Nomination Form for the Norfolk Island Pine 
residing at 46 Cook St. your attention.  
 
This cover letter serves to reiterate the importance of timely and immediate action on this issue, should 
you choose to participate in the cause.  You are the last hope of preserving this final remaining 
magnificent tree on the property so we hope your interest will align with that of the folks in this 
neighborhood, and city. This particular tree has provided health and well-being to our neighborhood for 
over the last century, and preserving it directly aligns with San Francisco's General Plan objective to 
maintain the desirable quality and unique character of the city. 
 
The Norfolk Island Pine described in this Landmark Tree Nomination Form shares the property with two 
historically landmarked buildings, sharing a priceless piece of San Francisco history and continuously 
providing benefits to the local community as described in the form. Additionally, removal of the tree has 
been deemed unnecessary by several sources, also described in the attached form. 
 
If you feel as strongly as numerous San Francisco residents about the unnecessary removal of this 
historic tree, an immediate nomination to propose landmark status for this tree is necessary.  The crews 
were on-site all last week and could show up again any day to begin cutting down this tree.  The urban 
forestry office explained that a nomination will result in the tree being temporarily protected while a 
decision is being made. 
 
Additionally, a local television news channel has been alerted of the situation and is prepared to cover 
the issue and the organized protest should the tree removal process begin. 
 
We are not asking you to make a decision to save or not save this tree.  The city has an established 
process to determine what types of trees should be protected.  All we ask of you is swift action to 
initiate the established process by nominating this tree for review.  We trust the process will render 
the appropriate decision about whether or not the tree will be landmarked. 
 
Thank you for your time and attention. We look forward to a response as soon as possible. 
 
 
If any additional information is needed, feel free to reach out to any of the following individuals: 
 
Richard Worn (neighbor and landmark tree form submitter): 415.307.9699 
Levi Leavitt (property tenant): 808.635.7959 
Jen Leavitt (property tenant): 661.373.6970 
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EXHIBIT A.3 

 

 



 

EXHIBIT A.4 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



EXHIBIT A.5 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



EXHIBIT A.6 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



EXHIBIT A.7 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



EXHIBIT B.1 

 

 

Book Cover of Here Today 



EXHIBIT B.2 

 

 

Inside Cover of Here Today 
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Page 260 of Here Today 
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Taken 4/20/2015 
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Taken 4/21/2015 

 

 

 

 

 



EXHIBIT C.3 

 

Taken 4/23/2015 
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